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DISCOVERY - 


Of the GRAND CREW of 
COYNERS & CLIPPERS of MONEY 
| IN " 
GLOCESTERSHIRE. 


BEING. 


A Perfeft Relation of the Taking, Examina« 
j tion, and Commitment of Twenty ſcyeral Perfongg- ». 
6 at Tenxbury, and Stow tn the Old, for Tray» 


1 | terous Counterfeiting and Impairing 
4 | his MAJESTIES COYN. 


! All ſcat to GloceFter Goal the Week before Chrifimaſi, 


and now remaining there, 


With the manner how they were firſt taken 
notice of , and diſcovered ; and their Confeſſion: _— 
before JUSTICE DUTTON, F 
"who Commitred them, Nr 9 Mens 
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- Crew of .COYNERS and CLIPPERS) + {© 

of MONEY 1 in CLOCESTERSTYRE, S = 1-4 
ly ingenious Age abounds , HerO moe 


A the Law pubiſhes- more' ſeverely than'Co SY 
rerfeiring, ar impairing Moriey'z- ' ahd good” Leda thats: "MF 
is for it, <6 ce the ſame is a Publick Chear and abuſe” & 
to the Nation in- general, and 'a Grand ObftruQiarits ' 
Trade /and* Conymerce; the Vitals of a' Cotimon- 
wealth', yer-Ganfot the confi detation bf ſuch Capital * 
Putiſhment- deter* ſomi& people” from bs iſehſevne 
and dangerous a ptaQtife , of which we 'have'often had 
too many fingle inftances ; » but 1 think*ſcatce ever fo. 
| remarkable af example in (6 many Confederates y as 
this which weare now to! relate. . es Ros 4 121" 
S | BY . i 2 08 3, LR ” The” 


Mongft all FO Villinies teri otit wwſehed® 


"*tice,. he went his way for the preſent , but forthwith 
ſepved;, ad: wiiat his  jealaufie; was in. the caſe : Herxe- 
' min&d;;* Who affirmed ; that he did rot know what uſe 


- of {ulpiztion of Coyning' and Clipping.,, that he was, 


* a.the Town , and ſcyyjng up. his Horſe at ap Inn , en. 


- 
pf 


e fxſt jaken notice of, .and 
© IMS 2 36 k | 
he week before Cbriffaraſs now laſt paſt , one 


# 
) 


Po kelly tf, a Gentleman at Tipad»r5, happening to come-. 
his dctbone i the® & of- one $4mmonds's 


lackſmith in that Town, obſerved him at work in his 
Forge, making of certain; od&* kind of Inftruments , 
which be could- not apprehend any perſons there , or 
thereabouts ,. could hgve any occaſion to make ule of :- 
He- there qv at Pyrpole chey were for, 
bur cold tbe ov{atisfaRobyainfiver 5 which made. 
him very (uſpitious that they were intended for (Clip- | 
ping of Moncy. However, : taking. ſeemingly.no no- 


acquainted *the Bailiff-of the Town what he had: ob-'. 


upon-the-Swith is ſent for before the Bailiff ,, and exa- 
theſe Inſtrumcnts he was making were deſigned for ; 
but that another 33th in the Town ,; whole Name was 
Cormngnes >, impployed him. 4o make them. by.a peter 
which-he. brqught, to. him, ,. and that he. knew nothing 

areief the buſineſs :- Upon this Caringdon- is ſeized, - 
nod lt Houſe ſearched , whete they. foupd (though.no. 
clear demonſtrations of the Fa& ) ſuch. ſhrewd cauſe 


commed. ro the Goal; he having before .ſo. far. - 
cleared the other S2ith,; as to conleſs, that he imploy- 
ed -him z, whereupon Bail was accepted- for the ſaid. 
Symon Appearance at next Aſſizes, | 

- Within few hours after this Carizgdan was thus com | 
mitted , a Stranger habited like a Gentleman came. in. 


Ry. 2 on A. oa. of pes ins. A a> .i.voas ot ac am i 
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quired. 


, " 8 Pr " C3.) "Ry g ep of + 
$rod for. Caringdon , defiting to have bith fenr' for oJ. 
o which the. people of the Houſe replyed-, that they 
doubted he could ſcarce ſpeak with him that night, for 
that they heard he was: in. fome trouble, &*., Ar this 


the Stranger appeared more than ordinarily ſurprized,' 
and ſwore he would neither cat not drink till he had 
ſeen him , and ſo, would have been going again : Bur* 
the people from this earneſt enquiry , and a carriage 
which ſpoke him concerned, ſuſpeQing him to be a 
Confederate , privatcly ſent'for an Officer, and ſecured*+ 
him; and afterwards ſearching his Portmantſe , fund” 
therein fifty pound of new-Money ,, which upon: Tryal: 
appeared to be all Braſs and Copper guilt over. Be- 
fore the Juſtice he would give no account of whom he: 
had this Money, but only fatd' in general, thar he re- 
ceived 'it in pxyment ftom ſeveral men, 'and knew* no« 
thins but-thar it was good, However, that he might 
not break his Oath, ir was thought fit he (hould ſee Lis 
Fric nd Caringdon , and ſo he was (ent away to Goal ate 
ter him.. Bur it ſeems Fate had decreed a Diſcovery 
of the whole Cabal ; for aboutthe ſame time, at Stow 
in the Old, about a dozen miles from Tewxvury , there 
living one John Hart, an honelt poor man, ſome of his 
Neighbours ( who as it ſince appears were Confede- 
rates with the others before-named in the Coyning and 
Clipping Myſtery ) were pleaſed to take ſpecial notice 
of his poverty and mean condition , ſeeming very ſen- 
fibly ro commilſerate the ſame; adding withal ,; that if 
he would: be-ruled, and could be dilcrect,' they would 
pur him in a way to-mend his Fortune, 'Tis cafily 
| imaginable, that ſo advantagious a Propofal to a perſon 
| tm extremity of want was welcomely entertain'd , and 
{ mapy enquiries made which way it ſhould be 2ccom- 
_ pliih'd;; 
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4 | 
pliſh'd ; but that they told him muſt yet be a ſecret} 
only this they - would aſſure him, it he would but take 
a little pains with his hands , and hold his tongue , he 
ſhould never want Money, This kind of diſcourſe 


they had ſeveral times with him , but in ſuch dark and . 


Cloudy Language , that he knew not what certainly to 
make of it, only concluded in general , that they had 
fome ſtrange Plot or Deſign in their heads , which he 
doubted was none of the honeſteſt , becauſe they were 
ſo (by and wary to reveal it, However, being a perſon 


of good Principles , (for though Miſexs 'count it a Pa- 


radox , 'tis poſſible for a man to be deplorably poor, 


and yet very honeſt) not knowing what miſchief mighe 


happen , he goes to one of his Majeſties Juſtices of 
the Peace, tells him what offers had been made him, 
and by whom., and that he doubted they had ſome 


very naughty Projc& on foot :. The Juſtice, like a pru< 
dent Magiſtrate, orders him ſeemingly to comply , and. 


ſound them as much as he could, to ſift out, it poſſible, 


the nature of the buſineſs, and the names of as many. 
-of the Confederates , .and all other material Circum- 
Rances as he could get. Thele direQions. the Fellow 


urſues, and becomes very intimate with many of 
y 


'them ; they tell him the buſineſs is about Money, that 
they had a very cunning way. to get very conſiderably, 


and that he was a Fool to be ſo ſcrupy!ous , ſince ſuch 
and ſuch (naming divers of their Gang, menof Eſtates, 
and Repute in the World ) were already engaged, 


He. promiled fairly to make one with them, and de-. 


fired to know more of thei r place, of working, and how 
particularly they ordered their , affairs., but this they 


wouldin no wiſe grant till he had firſt taken an oath of | 
{ecrecy, alleadgivg that the whole 'Brother-hood wer 
| | | undaer 


under that obligation to each other ;, though the fellow 
had got leave of his Conſcience: to difſemble pretty 
handlomely , yethe could not diſpence with forſwear- 
ing himſelf, and therefore made ſome plauſible excuſe 
to avoid the oath for that time, and the next day ac- 
quainred the. Juſtice-with as mnch as he knew ofthe 
Intrigue which was in «ﬀeR this mnch, 

That at Stow and Tewxsbury ,. and-ſeyerall Townes 
and villages between and near thoſe places, there were 
about threeſgore perſors, for the moſt part Houskeep- 
ers, that ; were: Confederates together, and concerned 
both in Coyning, and alſo in Clipirg, VVaſhing,. and 
fileing of money, and that-they had all their engines- 
Tools and Inftrumentsnccc flary and fit for that purpoſe, 
and a place for them to work in, bur where it was he 
could not tell, they having refuſed to let him know it 
unleſs ke would rake the oath, he gave in the names of 
Twenty mcn concerned, that ſeveral of them of good- 
eſtatcs, ſome havcing 100 or 200 !.per ax.and who the 
other were he could nor- poſitively ſay, for he onely 
heard there were many-more, to the rumber of 60, or- 
thereabour, _ but he nc ver heard their names, 

Upon this information VVarrants were made out- 
with all ſpeed and ſecrefie for the apprehention of thoſe 
that he had named, and accordingly they were taken, 
and their houſes ſeargliedg in ſcveral of which they- 
found ' Quantitics 'of new Coyncd bad moncy, and 
{ome Clipings but the work-houſe where they: did it is- 
not yet diſcovercd; upon their examination they would 
confeſs very linle, onely. acknowledged the diſcourſes: 
the y had with Hart, bur ſaid it was onc'!y in jeſt, and. 
to make ſport with him, though tis more then ſulpc >. 
<d, ir will prove very Tragtcat ſport to thew... There 


| Extrivagancies, 
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Per apt of them now in Glaceſter Gaal, andwill- s 
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y ly.c xpeR to _ogee of more,;br ought in A” they were. 


very. honourably. Condaged ' by the. County Troop, 
and /ris like may have more campany when they come 
next abroad... 7 Ego, 


Nammi ſacrafames, quid non mortalia petora Cogts, 


This mighty 1dol ſo bewirching, are the charmes of Þ 


money, that men will venture on the moſt deſperate 
projeR, and expoſe their lives to the moſt ignominious 
dearhs, rather then want meaqes to ſupply their riotous | 
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